
 

 

TRAWDEN FOREST PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 
 
Meeting started 6.35pm 
Present 
Chair Ann Holmes   Councillor Barry Hodgson  Clerk Adele Smith 
Councillor Mark Watts  Councillor Andrea Beswick Councillor Jonathan Wiggins 
Councillor Adrian Foulkes Councillor Judy Yacoub (arrived 6.45pm) 
 
1. To elect a Chairman of the Parish Council  
It was resolved that Cllr Holmes be appointed as Chair of the Parish Council for the year 2026/7. 
 
2. To elect a Vice-chair of the Council 
It was resolved that Cllr Hodgson be re-appointed as Vice Chair of the Parish Council. 
 
3. To accept Apologies for Absence 
Councillor Philippa Osborne, Councillor Eleanor Jolley, Councillor Lester Spencer 
 
4. To record Declarations of Interest from members 
Councillors confirmed that their current Declaration of Interest forms are correct. 
 
5. Questions from members of the public 
One resident attended the meeting to listen to an agenda item in the Parish Council meeting. 
 
6. Annual report from the Chair of the Parish Council 
Chair Holmes reported that we have had a very successful year, once again.  The Parish Council 
welcomes Cllr Yacoub and says a fond farewell to David Barritt.  He has done so much for the 
Parish Council but both he and Mrs Barritt will continue to be involved in Trawden in Bloom. Chair 
Holmes thanked Trawden in Bloom, the Allotment Association, Friends of Ball Grove, Borough 
Councillors Sarah Cockburn-Price, Lakeside Café, the Parish Councillors, Park High School and 
Pendle Borough Council for their continued support.  The Parish Council has secured funding for 
projects to re-open a toilet at Ball Grove and make improvements to the Pavilion on the 
Recreation Ground.  There is a lot of work happening behind the scenes for the renovation of the 
building at Ball Grove, but this is moving forward.  Chair Holmes also thanked the Clerk for 
keeping the Council in check and moving forward.  Chair Holmes also addressed the ongoing 
campaign against the Parish Council but as always, anyone is invited to attend any Parish Council 
meeting, read the agenda, minutes and associated documents that are posted on the website. 
She has total faith in every member of the Parish Council and, if any of the official bodies, wo 
whom we have allegedly been reported to come back to us, we will welcome their input and take 
any direct action required; until then, the Parish Council will continue to serve the members of 
the Parish of Trawden. 
 
7. Appointment of the Representative to Attend Meetings of The Colne and District Committee 
meetings 
It was resolved that Councillor Hodgson will still attend any meetings where there is any 
outstanding issue for the Trawden Parish.  Chairperson Holmes will attend meetings, if necessary, 
in Cllr Hodgson’s absence. 
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8. Appointment of Representatives onto the Planning Committee 
It was resolved that Councillor Hodgson, Cllr Wiggins, Cllr Jolley and Cllr Yacoub are the appointed 
members the Planning Committee. Terms of reference approved and re-adopted.  
       
9. Appointment of Representatives for Trawden in Bloom 
It was resolved that Ex Councillor, David Barritt continue to be the liaison on the Trawden in 
Bloom Committee. Councillors feel that this will give an additional layer of transparency for the 
group. Terms of reference approved and re-adopted. 
 
10. Appointment of Representatives to HR Committee 
It was resolved that Cllr Osborne, Cllr Holmes, Cllr Watts and Cllr Foulkes are the appointed 
members of the HR Committee.  Cllr Hodgson will join any meeting, as necessary. 
 
11. Appointment of Representatives of Ball Grove Park Management Committee 
It was resolved that Cllr Hodgson, Cllr Wiggins, Cllr Jolley, Cllr Beswick and the Clerk would 
represent the Parish Council where necessary and assist with the management of the Park. 
 
12. Appointment of Representatives for School Governor 
It was resolved that Cllr Jolley continue to be the Parish Council representative as School 
Governor. 
 
13. Appointment of Representatives regarding the Recreation Ground acquisition 
It was resolved that Cllr Hodgson, Cllr Holmes, Cllr Osborne and the Clerk would act as 
representatives for the acquisition of the Recreation Ground. The clerk to request Cllr Spencer 
also join this committee. 
 
14. Appointment of Representatives regarding The Parish Council Allotment site 
It was resolved that the Allotments Association will continue to do the day-to-day running of the 
Allotments site.  The Clerk will still be responsible for the invoicing and collection of tenancy fees. 
 
15. Appointment of Councillor to check and authorise the quarterly accounts as detailed in item 
2, 2.6 of the Financial Regulations Policy. 
It was resolved that Cllr Watts continue with this responsibility. 
 
16. Calderdale Energy Park 
It was requested that this be added to the minutes due to the late nature of the invitation. 
It was resolved that Cllr Foulkes, Cllr Wiggins and Cllr Yacoub represent the Parish Council on this 
panel. 
 
17. Bank Account Signatories 
It was resolved that the current signatories continue with Virgin Bank and Unity Trust Bank.  
 
18. Neighbourhood Plan 
It was resolved that the Neighbourhood Plan sub-committee be represented by Cllr Foulkes, Cllr 
Hodgson, Cllr Osborne, the Clerk and Cllr S Cockburn-Price 
 
19. Councillors to consider delegating the approval to pay invoices or costs associated with any 
of the following items without prior approval of the Council for the financial year 2026/7:  
It was resolved that the Clerk has authority to make payments for: Clerks’ salary, HMRC 
payments, pension contributions, office electricity costs, Ball Grove utilities costs, regular  
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maintenance contracts, website and email package costs, mobile phone costs, bank charges, 
training requirements, ad hoc small consumables for Trawden in Bloom, dog fouling bags and 
similar items and emergency repair works, in accordance with the Financial Regulations para 6.6.  
Any payment made will be included in the following payment schedule included in the agenda. 
 
20. To consider the presented Audit of The Accounts.   
It was resolved that the Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts (Section 1) 
contained in the Annual Return for the year ended 31/03/26, presents fairly the financial position 
of the council and its income and expenditure, or properly presents receipts and payments for the 
year ended 31/03/26. Total =£195,625 were seen by all members of the Parish Council. £140,973 
has been spent, and there was £26, 991 income, plus £140,000 precept.   
All councillors were issued with the Year End budget sheet for their records. 
 
Meeting Closed 7.00pm 
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